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Parish Pastoral Council 

Date: January 24, 2022 

 

Present: Fr. Rob Cole, Maria Bair, Mary Ann Hasko, Mary Humphrey, Martha Schwegler, Joanmarie 

Kulinka, Jenny Scharf, Tommy Irving, Leanna Landry, Diane Westbrook 

 

Absent:  Murray Curtis 

 

Meeting Opened: at 6:02 pm by Maria Bair, Chair.  Prayer was led by Joanmarie Kulinka. 

 

Minutes: November 2021 meeting minutes were accepted.   

 

Old Business:  Ministry Social: Tommy Irving reserved the room for the event 630pm-830pm. John 

Domingo is going to open the room for us. Tommy sent out 52 emails to ministry leads. He received 

some confirmations and some declines. He will send another reminder at the end of the week. 

Tommy reminded everyone of what items they signed up to bring to the social.  Tommy will check 

with Carol Romanini for name tags. Maria suggested Tommy have a sign in sheet for the social.  

 

In the process of contacting ministry leads for the Social, Tommy discovered that there are new leads 

for the following ministries: Arts and Environment: Karen Tenney at  ktenney0516@gmail.com & the 

Sandwich Brigade is Deb Dohmann at debdohmann@me.com. 

 

Fr. Rob reminded council that we have a new business manager, Tracy Dooley, for the church and 

that ministry leads are to turn their zero-based budget forms into Maria Bair and not Tracy.  

 

At the social, there will be an opportunity for council members and ministry leads to stand up and 

introduce themselves.  The leads will be able to talk about their ministries. There will be a short 

PowerPoint presentation. Maria reminded council members to be at the social at 5:45 to help set up.  

 

Parish Council Discernment. Tommy has reserved the activity room for the town hall meeting on 

Friday June 3, 2022, from 6pm-8pm. The room is also reserved for Saturday June 4, 2022, from 8am-

1pm for the election.   Bulletin announcement will be made in the following bulletins for the weeks 

of April 16/17, April 23/24, and April 30/May 1. 

 

The nominating table will be in the commons April 23/24. Tommy will be at the welcome desk for 

the 11am mass but can be at the table with the nomination box for all 4 masses the weekends of May 

8/9 and May 15/16.  

 

Fr. Rob suggested council review the letter that is sent out to the nominees.  The letter should be 

friendly and informative.  Some nominees are very intimidated by the process, and if council 

members can give them a heads up, it may relieve some of the anxieties and fears.  

 

Letters get sent out to who is nominated. Maybe someone from the committee can look at the letter 

and change it up and make it more friendly and informative.  
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Maria did an informal head count of existing council members that may or may not remain on the 

Parish Council. Council members expressed concerns about losing half of council members at one 

time. Fr. Rob suggested perhaps some of the council member can stay on just one extra year. Right 

now, there are five returning and four more if needed. We are trying to get to 12. Next meeting, we 

will come back and talk about this issue and continue this discussion. 

 

New Business: Executive council recap: Maria Bair. The school’s enrollment is at 482 students. They 

are doing well.  The school has a robot now that can read to the kids. The school received an award 

from the city for being the best private catholic school. This is their second year in a row.  May 20, 

2022, will be the school’s 20th anniversary. The school’s budget is in the black.  

 

The church finance council is looking at how to come up with some ideas to get donations back up to 

where they were before Covid.   We are down 6K this week.  The 2021 annual appeal goal for St. 

John’s was 62K and we went beyond to 79K. The renovation of the working sacristy will be Monday, 

February 7, and all monies for the renovation come from the profits of the gift shop. 

 

The Dry Pond failed inspection and must be fixed by March so that the city does not shut us down. 

The first estimate we got just to move dirt was 27k. We have another person coming this week to 

give a quote. Every 5 years there is an inspection. The Baptismal font has been fixed.  The program 

that runs the automation system is so old that a new program cannot be put on it. As long as it does 

not fail, it’s okay but if it does fail then everything is manual. The Knight’s 5th Sunday Rosary is 

coming up this Sunday after the 11 O’clock mass. The Parish Blood drive February 12.     Most people 

are opting to do online classes for natural family planning.  

 

Ministry Updates: No ministry updates. 

 

Pastor’s Comments: Columbarium. Fr. Rob sent out an email to the Diocese with all the attachments 

for the BARC meeting that’s coming up on February 3, that is when the Columbarium presentation 

will be made.  Fr. Rob also sent it out to Deacon Ed Handle who is in charge of all columbariums in 

the Diocese of Richmond. If all goes well, Fr. Rob can sign the contract once he gets the green light 

from BARC. The price tag is $730,000.  There is a lot of monies in the columbarium fund but that is 

for the perpetual care for the current columbarium.  We will set up a new fund for perpetual care of 

the new columbarium. Fr. Rob does not want to do this project in pieces for the simple fact that 

contractors go out of business, some stone types no longer exist, etc. Some stone will not match in 

years to come.  This is the time to lay out all the concrete in one shot. It will be a huge outlay up 

front. Construction should take about six months. The concrete is for the columbarium and the 

statues. 

 

Fr. Rob has met with the Knights of Columbus and has received distinctive drawings for the statues. 

The Knights will pay for the Veterans Memorial Statue and the church will pay for the statue of the 

Blessed Mother for the Unborn Children. The new columbarium and new statues will all be done at 

the same time.  
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We have a new deacon that has applied, coming from Erie Pennsylvania. He is a clinical psychologist 

and does marriage counseling.  Fr. Rob is onboarding him.  

 

We have a perspective individual to take on the role of project manager for the parish hall. That 

person has to discern about it, but if he takes it on, we will go full force. The position is a non-paid 

position.  

 

Fr. Rob is going to ask for a one-year extension of the cathedraticum from the bishop.  

 

 

Fr. Rob Closed the meeting in prayer at 7:08 pm. 

Next meeting: February 28 at 6:00 pm. Jenny Scharf will lead prayer at the next meeting. 

Minutes recorded and submitted by: Sheila Irving 

 

  

 

 

 


